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Aberdeen School District Seeking Input on Development of  
K-12 Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
  
The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) was awarded a Pre-disaster 
Mitigation Planning Grant by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
FEMA’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant program provides funds to states, territories, 
Indian tribes, communities, and universities for hazard mitigation planning and the 
implementation of mitigation projects prior to a disaster event. Funding of these hazard 
mitigation plans and projects reduces the overall risk to the populations and structures 
served, while also reducing reliance on funding from actual disaster declarations. 
OSPI’s statewide process involves a high-level of interaction with multiple school 
districts and other education based stakeholders. The OSPI planning process will result 
in a hazard mitigation plan for K-12 school facilities in Washington State. The OSPI Plan 
will identify and describe risks from natural hazards that pose threats to school 
districts, as well as offer tools to school districts for developing local hazard mitigation 
plans and discuss Federal funding opportunities for addressing identified risks.  
 
Approximately 20 school districts across the state of Washington have come forward as 
planning partners to develop their own hazard mitigation plan. The Aberdeen School 
District will be one of OSPI’s planning partners. Earthquake, tsunami and flooding risk 
will be addressed. The plan Hazard Mitigation Plan will include action items and 
mitigation projects for school facilities within the Aberdeen School District. The 
mitigation projects identified by all the planning partners will be prioritized by OSPI. 
Ten to 15 of these projects will then be chosen to undergo benefit cost analyses, which is 
required for FEMA mitigation project grant applications.  
 
The Aberdeen School District is beginning the process of developing a Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.  Business Manager David Herrington will share the goals of this 
planning process with the School Board during the regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Aberdeen School Board on January 6, 2015, which begins at 7 p.m. in the Community 
Room at Aberdeen High School. 
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More information about the statewide K-12 Facilities Hazard Mitigation Planning 
process is available on the OSPI website at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/PDM.   
  
Questions relating to this project should be directed to David Herrington, director of 
Business & Support Services, 360-538-2007, dherrington@asd5.org 
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